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Future Problem Solvers

State Champions
by Dana Thomas

The twenty-second annual
West Virginia Future Problem
Solving Program State Bowl
was held in Summersuville on
Friday and Saturday, March 27-
28 at Summersville Middle
School. Twelve teams gathered
to put their problem solving
skills to work to try to earn a
spot at the International Confer-
ence. Five junior division
teams, five middle division
teams and two senior division
teams competed for the oppor-
tunity to represent West Vir-
ginia in the international com-
petition later this year. Things
ran smoothly and the students

had a great time.
See Future Problem Solving State
Champions, pages 4-5

The shield of

Summertime Blues

Parents often hear the expres-
sion. .. Al 6m so
students do without sports, band
practice, or homework every

night?

Here are five things you and your
gifted child can do together:

1. Play a new board game. Allow

your child to read the instruc-
tions and teach you how to

play.

2. Make a craft. Ask your child to

research a new craft idea and
gather the materials. Then

work together to make the pro-

ject.

3. Take a nature walk. Gather
leaves and flowers as you
walk to make a nature note-
book when you return. Then

glue the leaves and flowers on

notebook paper and label with
the common and scientific
names. Place in a notebook

and you have a wonderful per-

sonal resource.

4. Learn a new language. Bor-
row some books from the li-
brary or buy a CD that helps
you learn. Work together and
talk to each other in the new
language. This language
could also include American
Sign Language.
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5. Play a sport together.
Talk about the measure-
ments of the play area.
Discuss or write down the
statistics of the game.
Research successful ath-
letes' statistics, too.

Your gifted child may enjoy

these ideas. Perhaps, these

i deas wi |l | spar |
own creative ideas. What-

ever the case may be, have

a wonderful summer without

the blues!

From the Editor
Teresa Lomasney



Model Parenting Group training led by founders James
Webb and Arlene DeVries, and led by other SENG ex-
perts. This training is open to all registered attendees and
does not require special reservation.

A Gifted Family Vacation

A Gifted Family Vacation OpportunityThe SENG Conference & The SENG mission is to inform gifted individuals, their
Disney World families, and the professionals who work with them about
the unique social and emotional
needs of gifted individualsl
wholeheartedly support the SENG
mission because | believe we must
teach gifted children not merely

Want a unique family vacation? Familieg
are most welcome to attend the July 20(
conference of the national organization
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Giftg academic matters, but also matters
(SENG), from July 1719, 2009 in Or- 2 \ of the heart. We need to validate
lando, Florida. Presenters at the SENG 4 ; \i ‘ TN their feelings about their differ-
conference include authors, psychologi / ! ences from the norm. We need to
counselors, educators, and more. tell our children that whatever

This year the SENG M makes them smart in academic

and G he newm SENSE 4 N L)\ | senses likely also makes them
behindthe-scenes adventures at Disney B8 smart in other senses.
World. A1l chil drenés

tions include an optional second day at SV Phil Donohue Show on giftedness
Disney with parents after the conference " o o N and depression. On the show two

ends. Early bird registration rates have families whose gifted children had

been kept as low as possible this year committed suicide joined with psy-

$250 for adults and teens and $200 for = » chologist James Webb and Joyce
children--and include three keynote meg | Juntune, who was then Executive

and a Saturday evening BBQ for socializ i1k 3 Director of the National Associa-

ing. tion of Gifted Children.| n an articl e abou

ATo

The SENG conference gives parents the opportunity to hear natidn® T ¥, James Webb wrote,

ally known experts on social and emotional issues while their chil€ d 1 t i on of 6The Donahue Show
dren enjoy a program especially prepared for them by experience@nd l€tters from people across the country confirming the
teachers and other present-d4 s ©xentgfpeglechmisugdersiagngng, afﬂpfrpftg"e@‘lgnéegﬁa If oL

includes activities carefully planned by teachers of gifted young- My t hs regarding gi

sters. The teen program gives gifted adolescents age8 46 op- | encourage families to attend 2009 SENG conference be-
portunity to talk with experts in the field and forge new friendshipscause | believe that gifted children and adults need social
with others who understand their unique characteristics. and emotional support and knowledda.my view, the

Psychologist, aerospace engineer, and world champion freestyle failure of society as a whole to accept the reality of gifted-
skydiver Dale Stuart, Ph.D., Sc.D, will address families during he €SS causes gifted children and adults very real social and
Sunday brunch keynote titled ®Motiwpalppin §sphlpsarhendS. Milhwate inghe 19ty ¢
keynote, which will include a dramatic video of her freestyle sky- CENtUry:
diving, will recount her odyssey as a gifted young woman feeling | _ i ) )
passionate about many career areas, following her dreams, and tak-P€opl e think genius ajfine
ing advantage of unexpected opportunities. to write an exciting poem, or paint a picture. But in

] o ) ) its true sense, that of originality in thought and ac-
Friday keynote speaker Alexinia Baldwin, Ph.D., will talk about tion, though no one says that it is not a thing to be

finding diamonds among the gifted, and Saturday keynote speakeragmired, nearly all, at heart, think that they can do
Susan Daniels, Ph.D. will share messages from her recent book, |y, ¢ ¢ y well without it.?o
ALi vi ng wi P.hSusamlacksonsof tiieDaimon Institute
for the Highly Gifted will introduce teens to Dabrowski theory, and

will anchor the adult conference Saturday strand on highly andprd- €t 08 join together this sur
foundly gifted children. dren and their social and emotional needs.

Want to become a SENG Model Parenting Group facilitatér?
youbre already a facilitator, do you want to move to a hi
level? This year the conference will include comprehensive basic\wenda Sheard, J.D., Ph.D. is president of SENG. She cur-

and advanced SENG rently lives in Connecticut and works as an education pol-
icy researcher. http://www.sengifted.org/
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The Summer Dilemma:

Thereds Nothing

Actually, there are many summer programs available to gifted students.

One just has to look, apply, and plan to attend.

West Virginia Wesleyan has a summer gifted program every year for students in grades 5-12. Students from all over the
United States attend. This two-week residential program is located in Buckhannon, WV. The camp is from Jun 21 i July
4. Students get a tastes of college and life in the dorms as they attend advanced classes with children who possess simi-
lar abilities and interests. The preregistration deadline has been extended to June 8.

www.wvwc.edu/summergifted

The Governor's Schools of West Virginia are residential
summer sessions for academically and/or artistically tal-
ented students from across West Virginia. They consist
of: Honors Academy; Mathematics and Science; and

School for the Arts. Students must be nominated for this
program; therefore, school officials and committees
please keep nominations in mind. You can find more in-
formation at http://www.wvgovschools.org.

To find numerous other summer programs available to
gifted children go to
http://www.nagc.org/resourcedirectory.aspx
and click on summer camps.

West Virginia Association for th
Gifted and Talented

http://www.wvgifted.org.
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